Percutaneous strategies for the management of pulmonary parenchymal, chest wall, and pleural metastases.
The purposes of this article are to review the indications for and technical aspects of various percutaneous strategies available for the treatment of intrathoracic metastases involving the parenchyma, pleura, and chest wall and to describe the relative merits of one of these strategies over another to determine the best approach to use. The thorax is a common site of metastatic disease with frequent involvement of the lungs, pleura, and osseous structures. A variety of interventional procedures and techniques are available for treatment and for palliative care of patients with this disease. Imaging-guided interventions include thermal ablation of metastatic disease of the lungs and pleura, catheter placement and sclerosis of malignant pleural effusions, and palliative pain management for osseous and soft-tissue metastases.